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In Reply Refer
MAR ¢ ¢ 1973 to: 510:GW

Board of Directors

Sewer Authority Mid=Coastside
City of Half Moon Bay

P. 0. Box 7 7

Half Moon Bay, CA 94019

SAN MATEO COUNTY MID~COASTSIDE FACILITIES PLANNING,
75D-1011, REVIEW OF JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT

Margery Knapp of our legal staff and myself have reviewed the
"Agreement Creating the Sewer Authority Mid-Coastside" dated
February 3, 1976. Listed below are what we consider to be
the major problems with the agreement which would prevent
S.:AM. from being able to receive a Step 2 and Step 3 Clean
Water Grant.

1. All member agencies must approve any project before
work can begin on it. Therefore, S.A.M. does not
actually have the authority to apply for grants,
and to construct and maintain treatment works until
the three other agencies formally agree. In effect,
the S.A.M. agreement only succeeds in forming a
Board without any independent power. While this
arrangement is convenient for initiating a project,
it is not sufficient for grant program purposes.

We must be assured that the decisions S.A.M. mekes
cannot be undermined by any one of three other loeal
agencies.

2. The problem stated in (1) above also applies to
approval of S.A.M.'s budget.

3« At Board meetings no resolution can be adgfted without
six of eight votes. The requirement for high vote
percentages could limit the Board's ability to act
:gdhmgk: ét difficult for us to complete business
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Board of Directors -

L. The agreement makes it relatively easy for a member
agency to withdraw. The withdrawal of any member
agency would likely create operation and maintenance
difficulties for S.A.M. and compromise the effectiveness
of grant funded facilities. Therefore, the S.A.M.
agreement, if it is to be used to apply for a grant,
must have a minimum duration equal to the operational
life of any grant funded facilities which are constructed.

The deficiencies with the S.A.M. agreement outlined above must
be resolved before the Step 2 grant application can be processed.
According to the current project schedule, the Step 2 grant
application should be submitted on or before May 10, 1976.

We would welcome the chance to meet with you to discuss the points
in this letter. Please contact me at (916) 322-6550, if you
have any questions concerning this letter.

Gil Wheeler
WQC Engineer

cc: Mr. Bill Helphingstine, EPA, Region IX
Mr. Bob Scholar, CRWQCB, San Francisco Bay Region (2)
Mr. Steve Morse, BASSA ‘
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